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sequence of that communication. The 
Prince Regent, after expressing to your 
Royal Highness, in that letter, his senti- 
ments on various public matters, has in the 
conciudtn^ paragraph, condescended to 
intimate his wish with some of those per- 
sons with whom the early h:ibits of his 
public life were formed, would strengthen 
his Royal Highness' hands, and constitute 
a part of his government. And his Royal 
Highness is pleased to add, ' that with 
such support, aided by a vigorous and u- 
nited administration, formed on the most 
liberal basis, he would look with additional 
confidence to a prosperous issue of the most 
arduous contest, in which Great Britain has 
ever been engaged,* — On the other part 
of his Royal Highness letter, we do not 
presume to oiFer an observation, but in the 
concluding paragraph, in so far as we 
may venture to suppose ourselves included 
in the gracious wish which it expresses, 
we owe it, in obedience and duty to his 
Royal Highness, to explain ourselves with 
frankness ai.d sincerity. We beg leave 
most earnestly to assure his Royal High- 
ness, that no sacrifices, except those of ho- 
nour and duty, could appear to us too 
great to be made, for the purpose of heal- 
ing the di:{isions of our country, and unit- 
ing both the government and its people. 
All personal exclusion vire entirely disclaim; 
wemust rest on publicmeasures, and it is on 
this ground alone, that we must express 
without reserve, the impossibility of our 
uniting with the present government : our 
differences of opinion are too many and too 
important to admit of such an union. His 
Royal Highness will, wc are confident, do 
us the justice to remember, that we have 
t*ice already acted on this impression — 
In 1809, on the proposition made to us, 
under his Royal Highness' authority ; and 
last year when His Royal Highness was 
pleased to require our advice respecting the 
i'ormatiqn of a new government. The rea- 
sons which we then humbly submitted to 
him, are strengthened by the increasing 
dangers of the times, nor has there, down 
to this moment.appeared even any approxi- 
mation towards such an agreement of opi- 
nion in the public interest, as can alone 
form a basis for the honourable union of 
the parties, previously opposed to each o- 
ther. Into the detail of those differences, 
we are unwilling to enter ; they embrace 
almost all the leading features of the pre- 
sent policy of the empire. But his Royal 
Highness has himself been pleased to advert 
to the late deliberations of parliament on 



the affairs of Ireland. This is a subject 
above all others important in itself, and 
connected with the most pressing dangers. 
Far from concurring in the scntimenti 
which his Majesty's Ministers have, on 
that occasion, so recently expressed, we 
entertain opinions directly opposite. We 
are firmly persuaded of the necessity of a. 
total change in the present system of the 
country, and of the immediate repeal of the 
disabilities under which so large a portion of 
his Majesty's subjects still labour, on account 
of their religious opinions. To recommend to 
parliament this repeal is the first advice 
which it would be our duty to offer to his 
Royal Highness, nor could we even for the 
shortest time, make ourselves responsible 
for any further delay in the prospect of a 
measure, without which we could enter- 
tain no hope of rendering ourselves useful 
to his Royal Highness, or to the country. 
We have only farther to beg your Royal 
Highness to lay before his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent the expression of our 
humble duty, and the sincere and respectr 
ful assurance of our earnest wishes for 
whatever may promote the ease, honour 
and advantage of his Royal Highness' go- 
verimient, and the successful endeavours 
for the public welfare. 
" We have the honour to be,&c. &c, 
(Signed) " Grey. 

" GRENVIttK. 

» To his Royal Highness the Duke of Tori." 

At a Meeting of the committee for pro- 
moting the Limerick Lancasterian School, 
held dn Thursday se'nnight. Lord Vis- 
count Glentworth in the chair, it was 
resolved unanimously — 
"That we are apprehensive that the 
practise of dividiug the children and teach- 
ers of different religious professions, be* 
longing to the same schools, for the pur- 
pose of reading those different translations 
of the sacred writings separately, might 
have a tendency to excite a spirit of con- 
troversy on religious subjects among the 
children, the teachers, and possibly the 
conductors -of this institution, which it 
is our earnest wish to guard against : and 
therefore we conceive it may be most pru- 
dent for us, in the outset of our plan, to 
confine the instruction , given to the chil- 
dren in thisSeminary merely to school learn- 
ing, moral conduct, and the habits of or- 
der; leaving their religious instruction to be 
communicated to them elsewhere, by their 
parents and pattors. 
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And it was resolved, that the following rule 
respecting books, be a fundamental rule 
of this Institution : — 
" That no Catechisms, or other books 
containing the peculiar tenets of anv re- 
ligious profession, be admitted into the 
School ; nor any books which are not ap- 
proved by a majority of the conducting 
CMnmittee, it being the intention of the 
founders of this institution to preserve har- 
mony and concord among; the children, the 
teachers, and all concerned in the manage- 
ment of it, by avoiding whatever might 
have a tendency to generate religious con- 
troversy. 

PUBLIC OCCURRENCES. 



WATERFOKD, DEC. 30. 

On Saturday, a small but respectable 
meeting of the inhabitants ofthiscitv, was 
held at the house of Industry, to consider 
the best means of aiding the benevolent 
labour of Sir Samuel RomiMy for the me- 
lioration of the penal code of these islands, 
III this, as in other works of real philan- 
thropy,the city of Waterford has crowned it- 
self with unfading laurels by taking the 
lead, The bleachers of the North took si- 
milar steps last year to aid Sir Samuel 
in procuring a mitigation of the law rela- 
tive to the robbery of bleachgreens. 
They succeeded — and have had no reason 
to repent the change. The same objections 
that were raised against the alteration of the 
law respecting bleachgreens,have been start- 
ed by country gentlemen against the mi- 
tigation of the punishment of larceny. 
But the array of the inhabitants of this com. 
mercial city, on the side of the persevering 
advocate of humanity, must carry convic- 
tion to the minds of the advocates of the 
present system. But those most likely to 
suffer by the depredations of the thief and 
the robber, are persuaded that a change 
in the law will lend very materially to 
prevent the commission of crimes, and con- 
sequently to the preservation of their pro- 
perty ; as it will hold forth to the depreda- 
tor an absolute certainty of prosecution 
and punishment for every transgression of 
the law. The penal code as it stands at 
present, denouncing the punishment of 
death for about 160 crimes, is destructive 
of the moral principle, and often, by the 
severity of its aspect, deters feeling and 
humane men from appearing to prosecute 
the wretches who have robbed them. 

BELIAST VIAO. MO. XXZU. 



At the meeting we have alluded to, it 
was agreed to present an address to the 
Right Hon. Sir John Newport, bart. ex- 
pressive of their wish for a mitigation of the 
disproportioned severitv of the penal code, 
instructing him to express to Sir Samuel 
Homiliy their approbation of his exertions 
in this behalf, and that Sir John would 
support him in his efforts for the accom- 
plishment of this desirable object. It also 
instructed Sir John to convey their senti- 
ments to Lord Holland, to be by him laid 
before the house of Lords, if expedient. 
The address, will, we understand, be hand- 
ed about for signatures. The assembly 
then formed Itself into a society for pro- 
moting the object of the meeting, and dif- 
fusing useful knowledge on the subject. 
This is intended chiefly to be done by the 
circulation of cheap publications issued in 
England by benevolent societies-^for 
which purpose a subscription was imme- 
diately entered into. We wish the Philaiji 
thropic Society every success^ — Waterfari 
Mirror. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENTS IK INOIA, 

At a court of Oyer and Terminer, held 
at Bombay, on the 16th of July, 1«1I, 
Sir James Mackintosh, the Recorder, ad- 
dressed the Grand Jury in a very impres- 
sive manner, and the charge was rendered 
more interesting, by the notification it con- 
tained of his approachnig depairture for 
his native country. In the course of hi» 
charge, I he learned Judge gave the follow- 
ing explanation relative to the dispensa- 
tion of penal law in Bombay : — 

" Since my vf'val here in May, 1804, 
the punishment of death has not been in- 
flicted by this court. Now the population 
subject to our jurisdictio", either locally or 
personally, cannot be ;timated at less 
than 2011,000 persons. Whether any evil 
consequence has yet arisen from so un- 
usual (and, in the British dominions, un- 
exampled) a circunutance as the disuse 
of capital puuishment, for so long a pe- 
riod as seven years, among a population 
so considerable, is a question which you 
are entitled to ask, and to which I have 
the means of affording you a satisfactory 
answer. 

" The criminal record* go back to the 
year 1766. From May, 1756, to May, 
1763, the cajMtal convictions amounted 
141, and the executions were 47. The 
annual average of persons who suffered 
death was almost seven; aad the annual 



